
 
 

 

 

Grade 6: If Stones Could Speak 

If Stones Could Speak Unit Resources 

Student Resource Location 

Section 1: Lessons 1-3 

Text: If Stones Could Speak: Unlocking the Secrets of Stonehenge Purchased text 

Text: “Archaeology 101” Pages 3 - 6 

Text: “Travel” Pages 7 - 8 

Lesson handouts  Pages 9 -11 

Section 2: Lessons 4-6 

Text: “Archaeology 101” Pages 3 - 6 

Text: "What is Archaeology? Digital access 

Text: "The Excavation Process: How We Excavate" Digital access 

Lesson handouts Pages 12 - 13 

Section 3: Lessons 7-11 

Text: “Episode 1: My First Adventure” Purchased text 

Text: “Travel” Pages 7 - 8 

“Archaeology: Then and Now” Intrigue of the Past, Part 1: Fundamental 
Concepts Introduction 

If Stones Could Speak Unit 
Reader 

Text: “Archaeology 101” Pages 3 - 6 

Lesson handouts  Pages 14-16 

Section 4: Lessons 12-13 

Text: If Stones Could Speak: Unlocking the Secrets of Stonehenge Purchased text 

Lesson handouts Pages 17-19 

Section 5: Lessons 14-16 

Text: If Stones Could Speak: Unlocking the Secrets of Stonehenge Purchased text 

Lesson handouts Page 20 

Section 6: Lesson 17 

Text: If Stones Could Speak: Unlocking the Secrets of Stonehenge Purchased text 

Lesson handouts Pages 21-22 

Section 7: Lessons 18-21 

Text: If Stones Could Speak: Unlocking the Secrets of Stonehenge Purchased text 

Lesson handouts Pages 23 - 36 

Section 8: Lessons 22-24 

Text: If Stones Could Speak: Unlocking the Secrets of Stonehenge Purchased text 

Lesson handouts No handouts 

Section 9: Culminating Writing Task, Lessons 25-30 

Text: If Stones Could Speak: Unlocking the Secrets of Stonehenge Purchased text 

Lesson handouts Pages 37-41 

Section 10: Extension Task Lessons 31-36 

Text: If Stones Could Speak: Unlocking the Secrets of Stonehenge Purchased text 

Text: “Archaeology 101” Pages 3 - 6 

http://www.americanreading.com/louisiana-doe/
http://viewpure.com/y2ryNn_TRLE?start=0&end=0
http://viewpure.com/PcT1vGyJzyg?start=0&end=0
http://www.americanreading.com/louisiana-doe/
http://www.americanreading.com/louisiana-doe/
http://www.americanreading.com/louisiana-doe/
http://www.americanreading.com/louisiana-doe/
http://www.americanreading.com/louisiana-doe/
http://www.americanreading.com/louisiana-doe/
http://www.americanreading.com/louisiana-doe/
http://www.americanreading.com/louisiana-doe/
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Lesson handouts (Pages 42 - 46 ) 

Section 11: Cold-Read Task, Lessons 37-38 
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Travel 
Robert Louis Stevenson 

 
I should like to rise and go    

Where the golden apples grow;—    

Where below another sky    

Parrot islands anchored lie,    

And, watched by cockatoos and goats,     5  

Lonely Crusoes building boats;—    

Where in sunshine reaching out    

Eastern cities, miles about,    

Are with mosque and minaret    

Among sandy gardens set,                 10  

And the rich goods from near and far    

Hang for sale in the bazaar,—    

Where the Great Wall round China goes,    

And on one side the desert blows,    

And with bell and voice and drum             15  

Cities on the other hum;—    

Where are forests, hot as fire,    

Wide as England, tall as a spire,    

Full of apes and cocoa-nuts    

And the negro hunters’ huts;—             20  

Where the knotty crocodile    

Lies and blinks in the Nile,    

And the red flamingo flies    

Hunting fish before his eyes;—    
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Where in jungles, near and far,                25  

Man-devouring tigers are,    

Lying close and giving ear    

Lest the hunt be drawing near,    

Or a comer-by be seen    

Swinging in a palanquin;—                30  

Where among the desert sands    

Some deserted city stands,    

All its children, sweep and prince,    

Grown to manhood ages since,    

Not a foot in street or house,                35  

Not a stir of child or mouse,    

And when kindly falls the night,    

In all the town no spark of light.    

There I’ll come when I’m a man    

With a camel caravan;                   40  

Light a fire in the gloom    

Of some dusty dining-room;    

See the pictures on the walls,    

Heroes, fights and festivals;    

And in a corner find the toys                45  

Of the old Egyptian boys.    

This poem is in the public domain. 
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Vocabulary Log  

Keep a list of words you have learned throughout the unit.   

Word  

Part of  
Speech  

My Definition  

Synonyms, Antonyms, and 
Similar Words (Word Family)  

Picture and Source Sentence  
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Word  
Part of  
Speech  

My Definition  
Synonyms, Antonyms, and 

Similar Words (Word Family)  
Picture and Source Sentence  
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TP-CASTT  

  Description  Notes  

Title  

Consider the title and 
make a prediction about 
what the poem is about.  

  

Paraphrase  

Put the poem into your 
own words. Make sure you 
tell what is happening at 
the beginning, middle, and 
end. Tell what is really 
happening, not what the 
poet is figuratively saying.   

  

Connotation  

Look at the poem beyond 
the actual events. Look for 
figurative language, 
imagery, etc.  

  

Attitude  

(Tone)  

What is the speaker’s 
tone? Is there more than 
one attitude or tone in 
different parts of the 
poem?  

  

Shifts  

Are there any changes in 
the speaker or attitude? 
Look for key words, time 
change, punctuation.  

  

Title again  

Look at the title again. 
Why is the title important 
to the poem?  

  

Theme  

What is the theme about? 
What is the poet saying 
about the subject? What 
message is the poet trying 
to send?  
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Summarizing Handout 

“Archaeology 101” from the Education Department of the Archaeological Institute of America  

  

Important Details   Central Idea   

  
S1 (introduction):  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
S2 (Material Culture):  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
S3 (Types of Archaeology):  
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S4 (The Process of Archaeology):  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
S5 (Destruction of Cultural Heritage):   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 

Summary  
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Excerpt from “Episode 1: My First Adventure,” The Young Indiana Jones Chronicles (Film)  

As you view the excerpt, identify situations from the film that seem like they are realistic, or could have 
happened in real life and unrealistic, or would not have actually happened in real life in the chart below.   

Realistic   Unrealistic   
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Evidence Chart  

Claim:  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Text Title  
Evidence   

(quotation or paraphrase)  
How does this evidence support  claim?  

“Episode 1: My First 
Adventure”  

“Maybe you’ll add a new page to history, or discover a 
treasure beyond price.”  

 

“Episode 1: My First 
Adventure”  

“Archaeology doesn’t steal from the past—it opens it 
so that everyone may learn from its treasures.”  

 

“Episode 1: My First 
Adventure”  

“We haven’t got enough proof yet. We need hard 
evidence.”   
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H-Chart:  
“Archaeology 101” &  Intrigue of the Past, Part 1: Fundamental Concepts Introduction, “Archaeology: Then and Now 
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Summarizing Chapters Handout 

  If Stones Could Speak , by Marc Aronson 

Important Details   Summary  Central Idea  

  
Chapter 1   
  
  
  
  
  
  

      

  
Chapter 2   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

    

  
Chapter 3   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

    

Chapter 4   
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Chapter 5      

Chapter 6      

Chapter 7      

Chapter 8      
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Chapter 9      

Epilogue       

 

"The central idea of If Stones Could Speak is:  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

What details convey this idea:  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  



 
 

 

 

Grade 6: If Stones Could Speak 

Tracking Theories Handout:  If Stones Could Speak, by Marc Aronson 

Page 
Number  

Theory (claim)   
  

Who took credit for 
theory?  

What evidence supports the 
theory (claim)?  

Who proved the theory (claim) to be 
false?  
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Text-Dependent Questions: Chapters 3- 5   

Reread chapters 3-5 of If Stones Could Speak  , by Marc Aronson and answer the following questions. Be sure to 

find evidence from the text to support your answers.   

1. "Mike was bringing a person who could see the ancient stone circle with fresh eyes." What does this 
mean?   

  

  

  

  

2. Identify the claims made about the origins of Stonehenge. Who made (or took credit for) each claim?   

  

  

  

  

  

  

3. Explain and summarize the basketball court analogy on page 27. How does this analogy contribute to 

the development of main ideas of  If Stones Could Speak?  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

4. What is Mike Parker Pearson's theory about Stonehenge? Describe his approach to exploring his 
theory.  
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Text-Dependent Questions: Chapter 6   

Reread chapter 6 of If Stones Could Speak  , by Marc Aronson and answer the following questions. Be sure to find 

evidence from the text to support your answers.   

1. What is carbon-14 dating? Why is it important to Archaeology?  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

2. What was the discrepancy with the dates found from the antlers from Atkinson's ramp and the antlers 

in raising two of the other stones?  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

3. What was the tough choice Mike had to make?   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

4. What was Mike's plan?  
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Practice Cold-Read Task  

 Read “Pioneer of Modern Archaeology.” Then answer the questions.  

  

“Pioneer of Modern Archaeology”  
  

1         “The scene here is majestic and grand, far beyond description; a mist over the plains of Egypt formed a veil, which 

ascended and vanished gradually as the sun rose and unveiled to the view the beautiful land . . . The distant view of the 

smaller pyramids on the south marked the extension of that vast capital; while the solemn, endless spectacle of the 

desert on the west inspired us with reverence . . .”  

          This description was written by Giovanni Belzoni, one of the first westerners to encounter the archaeological 

treasures of ancient Egypt. Belzoni is considered a tomb robber or looter by some, but others see him as a pioneer, one 

of the first archeologists of the early nineteenth century. He wrote narratives about his expeditions in Egypt, some of 

which are reminiscent of the dramatic character Indiana Jones, who in one of his movies cries out, “That belongs in a 

museum!” Unlike Indiana Jones, modern archaeologists are unlikely to experience dramatic escapades like the ones 
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Indiana gets into in  Raiders of the Lost Ark or Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom . Nor do today’s archaeologists 

act like Indiana’s rival—out to loot tombs for the sake of becoming wealthy.  

3         The early 1800s were a different time, though. There was not yet a professional field known as archaeology, and 

there was no oversight of artifacts being taken from Egypt. As a result, people interested in ancient artifacts tended to 

be adventurers rather than trained scholars and professionals. Belzoni was no different; he began his career as a circus 

performer. At 6 feet 7 inches tall, he was a “strongman” who performed great feats like powerlifting and bending steel. 

Around 1815, Belzoni met British consul Henry Salt, who was so impressed by this unusual strongman that he sent him 

to Egypt to bring back a statue of Ramses II. The consul was smart to send Belzoni. It would take a strongman to bring 

back the statue, which weighed over seven tons.  

          Belzoni arrived in Egypt in 1816 and began removing the statue from the mortuary temple of Ramses II, the 

Ramesseum. The 7.25-ton bust was transported on rollers to the Nile River, where it was loaded onto a ship and sent to 

England. It took 130 men and 17 days to tow the statue to the river. On the first day, the men were only able to cover a 

few yards, but over time, they were able to cover a little more ground each day. Unfortunately, the statue was damaged 

during the move. The remaining torso, missing its arms and legs, was eventually placed on display in the British 

Museum, where it remains to this day.  

5         The kind of damage caused by Belzoni and his team would not happen today. Modern archaeology has advanced 

beyond simply digging up ancient artifacts, mummies, and lost cities to find relics for museums. Archaeologists today 

study uncovered artifacts in order to learn more about human life. Understanding how cultures adapted to their 

environment, or failed to adapt, can give us valuable perspective on the problems we face today. Learning about the 

mistakes made in past civilizations can help us avoid future mistakes. As David Hurst  

Thomas, museum curator and professor, says, “It’s not what you find; it’s what you find out.”  

  

  

  

  

1. Part A  
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     Read this sentence from paragraph 1 of the passage.  
  

The distant view of the smaller pyramids on the south marked the extension of that vast capital; while the 
solemn, endless spectacle of the desert on the west inspired us with reverence.   

  

What is the meaning of the word reverence as it is used in this sentence?  

a. having great respect for  

b. being large or massive  

c. contributing to peace and quiet  

d. experiencing memorable moments with   

  

Part B   

Which phrase from paragraph 1 best helps in understanding the meaning of  reverence ?  

a. “far beyond description”  

b. “vanished gradually”  

c. “vast capital”  

d. “inspired us”   

2. Part A  

How is Giovanni Belzoni introduced in the passage?   

a. by comparing him to a fictional character with similar characteristics  

b. with a series of stories about his attempts at retrieving Ramses II’s statue  

c. by contrasting his early life in Egypt with his later life in England  

d. as an author in search of great archaeological treasures to write about  

  

Part B   

 What evidence from the passage best supports the answer to Part A?    
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a. “‘The scene here is majestic and grand, far beyond description.’” (paragraph 1)  

b. “He wrote narratives about his expeditions in Egypt, some of which are reminiscent of the dramatic 

character Indiana Jones.” (paragraph 2)   

c. “Around 1815, Belzoni met British consul Henry Salt, who was so impressed by this unusual strongman that 

he sent him to Egypt to bring back a statue of Ramses II.” (paragraph 3)  

d. “Belzoni arrived in Egypt in 1816 and began removing the statue from the mortuary temple of Ramses II, the 

Ramesseum.” (paragraph 4)  

  

3. Part A  

Read this sentence from paragraph 2 of “Pioneer of Modern Archaeology.”   
Belzoni is considered a tomb robber or looter by some, but others see him as a pioneer, one of the first 

archaeologists of the early nineteenth century.  

  

How does this sentence contribute to the development of ideas in the passage?   

a. It focuses attention on a new way of thinking about archaeology.  

b. It helps to establish the relationship between early and modern archaeologists.  

c. It sets up a contrast between old and modern ways of approaching ancient artifacts.  

d. It supports the idea that Belzoni can be compared favorably to the fictional character, Indiana Jones.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Part B   

 What evidence from the passage best supports the answer to Part A?    
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a. “This description was written by Giovanni Belzoni, one of the first westerners to encounter the archeological 

treasures of ancient Egypt.” (paragraph 2)  

b. “The consul was smart to send Belzoni. It would take a strongman to bring back the statue, which weighed 

over seven tons.” (paragraph 3)  

c. “Unfortunately, the statue was damaged during the move.” (paragraph 4)  

d. “Archaeologists today study uncovered artifacts in order to learn more about human life.” (paragraph 5)  

  

  

4. Part A  

 Which sentence best states a central idea of the passage?    

a. Unusual abilities may lead to unexpected opportunities.  

b. In earlier times, adventurers, instead of archaeologists, studied ancient artifacts.  

c. How the efforts of people in the past changed the way the world approached important historical objects.  

d. People should have respect for the property of ancient civilizations.  

Part B  

What evidence from the passage best supports the answer to Part A?  

a. “There was not yet a professional field known as archaeology, and there was no oversight of artifacts being 

taken from Egypt.” (paragraph 3)  

b. “Around 1815, Belzoni met British consul Henry Salt, who was so impressed by this unusual strongman that 

he sent him to Egypt to bring back a statue of Ramses II.” (paragraph 3)   

c. “The remaining torso, missing its arms and legs, was eventually placed on display in the British Museum, 

where it remains to this day.” (paragraph 4)  

d. “Understanding how cultures adapted to their environment, or failed to adapt, can give us valuable 

perspective on the problems we face today.” (paragraph 5)  

5. Part A  

  Which best  states the author’s purpose for writing the passage?    
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a. to trace the development of archaeology from the earliest days to the present  

b. to discuss the changes in archaeology by examining one man’s part in the gathering of treasures  

c. to present convincing evidence that Belzoni was actually an archaeologist ahead of his time  

d. to promote more interest in archaeology by telling wild tales about different archaeologists, both real and 

fictional  

Part B   

 What evidence from the passage best supports the answer to Part A?    

a. “Belzoni is considered a tomb robber or looter by some, but others see him as a pioneer, one of the first 

archaeologists of early nineteenth century.” (paragraph 2)  

b. “He wrote narratives about his expeditions in Egypt, some of which are reminiscent of the dramatic character 

Indiana Jones, who in one of his movies cries out, ‘That belongs in a museum!’” (paragraph 2)  

c. “The early 1800s were a different time, though. There was not yet a professional field known as archaeology.” 

(paragraph 3)  

d. “Modern archaeology has advanced beyond simply digging up ancient artifacts, mummies, and lost cities to 

find relics for museums.” (paragraph 5)  

  

6. Read this sentence from “Pioneer of Modern Archaeology.”   

      As David Hurst Thomas, museum curator and professor, says, “It’s not what you find; it’s what you find out.”  

       Write a multiparagraph essay that provides an explanation of how well this claim is supported in the passage.    
      Cite evidence from the passage to support your response. Be sure to observe the conventions of standard 
English.  

 

 

Practice Cold-Read Task Answer Sheet 

1. _____ Part A  

_____ Part B  
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2. _____ Part A  

_____ Part B  

  

3. _____ Part A  

_____ Part B  

  

4. _____ Part A  

_____ Part B  

  

5. _____ Part A  

_____ Part B  

   

6.  

   __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text-Dependent Questions: Chapters 7 & 8  

Reread chapters 7 and 8 of If Stones Could Speak, by Marc Aronson and answer the following questions. Be sure to find 
evidence from the text to support your answers.   

1. Explain the various theories of Stonehenge shown within Chapters 7 and 8.   
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2. Does Pearson’s methodology as it is described in these and previous chapters align with the methodology

  suggested by “Archeology 101” and “Archaeology: Then and Now”?  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Student Discussion Student Tracker 

➔ Take notes in the tracker on how your group engaged in the discussion.  

➔ Your completed tracker will be turned in as an assessment of your participation in the discussion.  

➔ Be sure to complete the last box at the end of the tracker.  

  

My name: __________________________________________  
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Members of my group :  

1. __________________________________________  

2. __________________________________________  

3. __________________________________________  

Notes on preparation  

  

● Does my group 
reference the 
discussion 
preparation handout?  

● Does my group  

reference text 
evidence to support 
his/her arguments?  

● Does my group ask  

questions of 

classmates and 

reflect on classmates’ 

responses?  

Notes on behavior during 
discussion  

  

● Does my group  

follow the rules and 
guidelines of the 
discussion?  

● Does my group keep  

track of classmates’ 
responses?  

● Does my group keep  

track of his or her 
own responses?  

● Is my group  

respectful of all 

perspectives?  

Notes on posing questions  

  

● Does my group pose  

questions that elicit 
elaboration?  

● Does my group 
respond to 
classmates’ questions 
with relevant ideas?  

● Does my group bring 

the discussion back to 

relevant ideas if it 

gets off track?  

Notes on new ideas  

  

● Does my group 
acknowledge new 
ideas expressed by 
classmates?  

● Does my group 

acknowledge new 

information by other 

and modify his/her 

own view, if 

warranted?  

AC (my peer’s initials) 
referenced the handout  
when she said    

  

AC cited several examples of 
text evidence in the author’s 
claim____...  
  

AC kept track of what BD and 
SD said on the tracker, as well 
as her own comments.  
  

AC was respectful SD when 

she said she would like to 

disagree     

AC asked CM, “I understand 
what you said about____, but 
have you  
thought about_____?”  

  

AC responded to BD’s 

question by refocusing on the 

text from the unit ...  

AC acknowledged BD’s new 
idea and BD then said how 
the new information  
changed her argument by  

...  
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Reflection  

What is one thing your group did well in this discussion?  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

What is one thing your group can work on in the next discussion?  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Cumulative Writing Task Directions 
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Read the following statement from If Stones Could Speak: Unlocking the Secrets of Stonehenge, “This is a book about 
questioning what others believe to be true, not accepting ideas just because famous people say they are right. [...] And 
that is the really big story here—how a new idea, a new way of thinking, can go from being dismissed to capturing the 
attention of the world” (pp. 8-9).   

What does the author Marc Aronson mean and how does he explain and support this idea throughout the text?   

To answer this question:  
● Read the quotation.  

● Review the text to determine the meaning of the quotation.  

● Determine 2-3 reasons the author provides which support this central idea.  

● For each reason, select details, examples, evidence, etc. the author provides as support.  

Write an essay that explains how the author introduces and elaborates his central idea and purpose. Be sure to use 
proper grammar, conventions, spelling, and grade-appropriate words and phrases. Cite several pieces of textual 
evidence, including direct quotations and page numbers.   

Culminating Writing Task Rubric  



  

Grade 6: If Stones Could Speak  

  

  

 

  3  2  1  0  

Reading and 
Understanding 
Text  

● Shows full 
comprehension 
of ideas both 
explicit and 
inferential 
indicated by 
grade-level 
reading 
standards  

● Accurate 
analysis and 
reasoning is 
demonstrated 
through ample 
textual 
evidence  

● Shows  

comprehension of 
ideas indicated by 
grade-level reading 
standards  

● Mostly accurate 
analysis and 
reasoning is 
demonstrated 
through 
adequate textual 
evidence  

● Shows limited 
comprehension of 
ideas indicated by 
grade-level 
reading standards  

● Minimally 
accurate analysis 
and reasoning is 
demonstrated 
through minimal 
textual evidence  

● Shows no 
comprehension of 
ideas indicated by 
grade-level 
reading standards  

● Inaccurate or no 
analysis and 
reasoning is 
demonstrated 
with little or no 
textual evidence  

Writing about 
Text  

● Addresses the 
prompt and 
introduces 
either claim(s) 
or a topic  

● Organization is 
clear and 
cohesive with1 
relevant 
support  

● Language 
clarifies 
relationships 
among ideas  

● Formal style 
consistently 
demonstrates 
awareness of 
purpose and 
audience  

● Addresses the 
prompt and 
states an opinion 
or topic  

● Organization has 
development with 
some support and 
cohesion  

● Language links 
ideas  

● Style 
demonstrates an 
awareness of 
purpose and 
audience  

● Addresses the 
prompt and has 
an introduction  

● Organization has 
minimal 
development and 
support  

● Language and 
style demonstrate 
limited 
awareness of 
purpose or 
audience  

● Does not address 
the prompt  

● Lacks organization, 
is undeveloped, and 
does not provide 
support  

● Language and style 
demonstrate no 
awareness of 
purpose or 
audience 
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Language  
Conventions  

● Full command of 
conventions 
indicated by grade-
level standards  

● Few minor errors 
do not interfere 
with meaning  

● Some command of 
conventions 
indicated by grade-
level standards  

● May have errors 
that occasionally  
interfere with 
meaning  

● Limited 
command of 
conventions 
indicated by 
grade-level 
standards  

● Errors often 
interfere 
with 
meaning  

● No 
command of 
conventions 
indicated by 
grade-level  
standards  

● Frequent 
and varied 
errors 
interfere 
with 
meaning  

  

 
1 Support includes evidence from accurate, credible sources, facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, other information and 

examples.  
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Prewriting Graphic Organizer  

Introduction paragraph:  

  

● Explanation of the Quote:   

  
● Central Idea Statement:  

  
● Statement About What the Essay will be About:   

  

 

Reason that supports central idea:   

  

  

 

Facts, concrete details, quotations, 

evidence, or examples from the text:  

  

  

Facts, concrete details, quotations, 

evidence, or examples from the text:    

  

  

Facts, concrete details, quotations, evidence, or 

examples from the text:   

  

  
  

Reason that supports central idea:  
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Facts, concrete details, quotations, 

evidence, or examples from the text:   

  
  
  

Facts, concrete details, quotations, 
evidence, or examples from the text:   
  
  
 
 

Facts, concrete details, quotations, evidence, or 
examples from the text:  
  
 
 
 

Reason that supports central idea:  

  

  

 

Facts, concrete details, quotations, 

evidence, or examples from the text:   

  

  

Facts, concrete details, quotations, 

evidence, or examples from the text:    

  

  

Facts, concrete details, quotations, evidence, or 

examples from the text:   

  

  

Conclusion:   

● Restate the central idea:  

  

● Summarize what your essay was about:  
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 Extension Task Directions  

Reread page 27 from If Stones Could Speak   by Marc Aronson.   

You have been transported into the future, and a cataclysmic event has buried your city under debris. You have 
uncovered a portion of the city and are tasked with developing a set of field notes detailing your dig and discoveries.   
To prepare for this dig, you will review the archaeological process by:   

● rereading selections from our unit texts,   

● developing a plan for excavation, and  ● 

recording data in the form of field 

notes.   

Also, in order to preserve the history of your school, you will examine an area of the school and take your own notes, 
modeling them after the samples we have reviewed. Evaluate a handful of items as archaeologists from the future, 
“investigating” an area of the school as a futuristic archaeologist. Create an archaeological report detailing the findings 
(including visuals, e.g., drawings, photographs) and a separate narrative description of daily life based on artifacts and 
evidence located at the “site.”   
You can use a humorous or serious tone, but you should include vocabulary from material read and model your writing 
after the style of the texts included in the set.   
Your writing should use grade-appropriate words and phrases and a variety of sentence patterns. It should also 
demonstrate command of proper grammar and usage, punctuation, and spelling.   
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Extension Task Writing Rubric 

  3  2  1  0  

Reading and 
Understanding 
Text  

● Shows full 
comprehension 
of ideas both 
explicit and 
inferential 
indicated by 
grade-level 
reading standards  

● Accurate analysis 
and reasoning is 
demonstrated 
through ample 
textual evidence  

● Shows  

comprehension of 
ideas indicated by 
grade-level 
reading standards  

● Mostly 
accurate 
analysis and 
reasoning is 
demonstrated 
through 
adequate 
textual 
evidence  

● Shows limited 
comprehension of 
ideas indicated by 
grade-level 
reading standards  

● Minimally 
accurate analysis 
and reasoning is 
demonstrated 
through minimal 
textual evidence  

● Shows no 
comprehension of 
ideas indicated by 
grade-level reading 
standards  

● Inaccurate or no 
analysis and 
reasoning is 
demonstrated with  

little or no textual  

evidence  

Writing about 
Text  

● Addresses the 
prompt and 
introduces either 
claim(s) or a topic  

● Organization is 
clear and 
cohesive with1 
relevant support  

● Language clarifies 
relationships 
among  
ideas  

● Formal style 
consistently 
demonstrates 
awareness of 
purpose and 
audience  

● Addresses the 
prompt and 
states an 
opinion or topic  

● Organization 
has 
development 
with some 
support and 
cohesion  

● Language links 
ideas  

● Style 
demonstrates 
an awareness of 
purpose and 
audience  

● Addresses the 
prompt and has 
an introduction  

● Organization has 
minimal 
development and 
support  

● Language and 
style demonstrate 
limited 
awareness of 
purpose or 
audience  

● Does not address the 
prompt  

● Lacks organization, is 
undeveloped, and 
does not provide 
support  

● Language and style 
demonstrate no 
awareness of 
purpose or audience 
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Language  
Conventions  

● Full command of 

conventions 

indicated by grade-

level standards  

● Few minor errors do 

not interfere with 

meaning  

● Some command 

of conventions 

indicated by 

grade-level 

standards  

● May have errors 

that occasionally  

interfere with 
meaning  

● Limited 
command of 
conventions 
indicated by 
grade-level 
standards  

● Errors often 

interfere 

with 

meaning  

● No command 

of 

conventions 

indicated by 

grade-level  

standards  
● Frequent and 

varied errors 

interfere with 

meaning  

  

 
1 Support includes evidence from accurate, credible sources, facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, other information and 

examples.  
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Archaeological Report  

General Observations of the Site:   

  
  

  
  
  

Important Landmarks:  

  

  

  

  

  

Important Artifacts:  
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Drawings/Photographs/Visual Clues/Site Map:   

  

  

  

  

  

Conclusions (Who may have spent time here? What did they use the site for? What did they do with the artifacts?):   

  

  

  

  

  

   

 

 


